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A1l the priscnars

in the Belenx concantration ~nd forced labor cawp racently recmived fram the
cump administration fomml asstances passed against them %y tribunals of the
country, in moit cases by the tribumal of thw locality whrre sech iived tefore
incernment.,

These sentonces rergs from twe 4o savan vears' detemtion. It sppears thet
tha only reascn behdnd this formelity is the J.pumm of the ssntences
already proucuncet egainst thae prisoners by 1o aédinistration.

In fact, each person sent tc the Lelene cary, Bpeh &irival at Caxp Ko 1
\mceptzon cJtcr), mst sign s docunment stating that lo has been informed o}
RS for vhich ne her been icterned. The imtermment, which ic
e far 1, 3, 5, or 7 yoars, may bs increased afityr the expiration of tae initisl
paried. O\

O Thue sentences are based or vmricus lavs, but especially on the "deranse
e of poace” sud "1llogwl kendling of fereign currency” lows, vhich open s many
S, roosibilities to & drectesl justice.

e The trisls v.Te uaif in absentis; DODNS 0~-CRe Priscasss had Tcen called
to atterd the hearing and none hed received & copy ef the charge. The victims,
therefore; vecsms swazs 3f keir lot only vhen the sexiendes wers bunded over
te them,
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These sentences do not recogaize time already gerved; they wers effective
23 of the date on whick they were handed over to the prisoners., At the Belene : e
Camp, there are some thoussnds of prisoners who have been detained wince 9 Bep- . UL
beuber 1944, ‘ e n

Moreover, life in that camp goes from bad to ¥orse, the veglms vecoming
wore severe with the betterment of the means of torture applied there., Hupger
and ¢old Are the two worst enemies of the prisousrs, eapscislly of thoee in

i, comp Ho 2, where in winter, spring, avpd fall thers are some 30 centimeters of -
. wster under the boards which they use as beds. R o

The yrisonara mey receive 10 kilograms of parcels Zrom their femilies sgd .
coly ons letter each month, 2 wonths, 3 months, or & months, depenSing on the -
langth of thsir sentence. If marcelsa srrivs more often than prsscrided by
the regulaticns, they are confiscated by the administration. Often, when thess .

SN pRreels ¢ventein food that my spoll, they are sold directly on the market of -
- the villsge of Beless or of Svishtov. R e T T h

The cowp militis recently forced oll the Ieisonera to contribute \to 't.he"-
"Fagples’' Militia fund.” Those who had mo money bad to write to their families
fer monay. The immatee 8120 bad to comtridute o the Istest Bulgarian Estiomal
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\Recantly; & pliywiclan. asswerizg an sEergency call
©o treat s mauber of the adainistration of the Belene concantration end forced
labor camp 2ad an oyportanity %o cbserve ths 1ife le& by the unforiunate pris-

oners 1a the camp., He wae amuzed at the extrems xisery in vhich the priscners

* ‘wust liva and work,
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- The sanitary corditions ars dspiorable, and the prisoners, who numdber

‘ probably not more than 5,000+6,000 peracue > Weur tage sud look like covpses.

. Tha food i3 foul, and i insufficient for the exbausting physical lader wiich
tha prissners mukt perform. '

¢ scelks Burov; exdnent, Bulgarisn politisian snd
“tateamAn prior to 5 September 194k, who was arrested by the militia more than
" Yyeara ago for preliminary investiauiion, has recently been sentecnced to 20
searc “n Jail followiug & tial ™ - closed 10375, '
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A Burc., who is asic to have been very cals in eourt, danteld charges of

" ezpionkge for Engiand, France, ani the U8 vhich hsd been filed sgainst hia,
- After 193%, Burev, a foxmar Pacple’s Party leedsr with Gemocratic tem-
LT devcles, joined the ratle ol thy Democrsatic Pacty of the late Nikols Mushanor.

'_\' Maoy timss deputy and minister, %2 served in Che govornment for the last
A ilme a5 & member of the Muraviev Cabinet (2 - o Beptamber 194k ). vhich was
s over{hrows Uy the couy d'etat which put the Comeurists in power. In this
o cabinet, Atanas Burov was Micister of Forelyn Affaira,
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